8 2 5 4 a 
# „ 1 5 \ 
4 5 ny 5 * ' 
+. — 1 . | « be? a a f E a L 1 I 1 3 
— "Tay # . 
2 f 3 * * % 
Y * # 8 1 8 « 1 - < * 
— 
- . 9 4 O hand * 
7A — 3 
6 : Y : 


V * N . ; 1 * 


5 Paixrzb and SoLD by D. ; Earon, Newgate-ſtreet;. 
I. S$41rn, Portſmouth-ſtreet, Lincoln's: Inn · Square; 


< 


; 
| And all the PaTz10T1c Books ZIL Eas in 


3R BAT BRITAIN 


d. 
_ 7 A * * 
» * 
> : ** 
4 — 
— . 4 
+ 
. —_ 
” % "%- 
& - mY * * 
Rf 1 7 Fo "I " i 5 
* 2 
; - 
* * — * I as : * F P pas 
2 4 * 4 
7 — >» %* 3 
4 83 0 * ” - 4 
= - - F s 
- * * - — o =, 
We #2 . 4 
5 2 * g 6. 

; - A 4 ELLE, ; 8 
. = * 8 F — BY > 
1 6 i 44 r - 

N was . a S % 4 £ wh x J 

8 ” N by = n " 2 — \ * * 2 . 


PREFACE. 


= HE great progreſs of knowledge in Scotland, and 
the oppreſſion of the 


eee together with 
the flame of liberty then burſting out in France, inſpir- 
ed the people of that country with a 4Jonging deſire of 
participating in the Rights of Man: Hence the cauſe 
of the numerous Societies, erected to proſecute the cauſe 


of Parliamentary Reform, which were every where to — 


be found in Scotland, ſo early as the year 1791. 


The firſt Convention of Delegates, from Societies of 
TAE FRIENDS OFT THE PEOPLE, of which Thomas 


Muir was the grand conſtellation and victim, was held 
in EDINBURGH in December 1792. The ſecond Con- 


vention was held in May, 1793 —and the third met in 


October following, continued three days, and adjourned 
to April, 1794; but in conſequence of the Delegates ar- 
riving from ENGLAND, the Members of the laſt Con- 
vention were recalled to their poſts. | 1 
William Skirving was Secretary to all the Conven- 


words; whoſe tried integrity was deſerving a better fate, 
than to be torn from his wife and children, and ſeparated 
from them by the boundleſs ocean.—/orthy friends J 
may I live yet to ſee, Muir, Palmer, Skirving, Mar- 
garot, and Gerald, in their native ſoils, ſpreading in- 
formation around, and giving examples of conſtancy and 
virtue as heretofore. . 
The following is far from being a full account of the 
proceedings of the BRITISH ConNvENTION— lt is an 
abridged account, but faithfully abridged; and may it 
do away the calumay which has been thrown upon it, as 
a diſorderly meeting, by thoſe who had not an opportu- 
"nity of witneſſing the good order and virtue of its mem- 
bers, : 2 D : 


ö * 


Tilos; a man, whoſe worth cannot be expreſſed RT 
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TUESDAY November 19. 
Waren HarT of Glaſgow in the Chair. | 


AFTER tle: Rolt. was called ib” a 


| miſſions read, and additional delegates added. 


to the liſt, it was reſolved on a motion by M. 
Margarot. 5 


That a Committee be appointed to draw uf 


rules for the internal government of the Come 


verition. 


And on a motion by C. Sinclair * of London 
That the Reſolutions preſented by Lord Daer 


to the firſt general Convention be emitted to 
| that Committe. | 


® Citizen Sinclair was indicted to 8 weigh for ſedition 


in Edinburgh, but the proſecutor deleted the diet againſt 
| 11M pro loco et tempore. 


B | 7. Gouro 


| 4: 0:37 Me 
F. Gourlay moved, that Lord Daer* be called 
to the chair, which was ſeconded by the depute 
ſecretary, but oppoſed by Lord Daer himſelf, 
and by J. Gerald and C. Sinclair, as favouring too 
much of a ſpirit of ariſtocracy, 
Upon which 
A. Calender was called to the chair. 
Several motions for appointing Committees I 
having been made, 23 TS 
Lord Daer obſcrved that to avoid an ariſtocra- 
tical dependence on Committees, it would be 


* Bafil Douglas, Lord Daer, eldeſt ſon of the Earl of ß. 
Selkirk—This real nobleman, univerſally regretted by his 
countrymen, who felt the loſs they ſuſtained in his death, 
lately died, aged about 26 years, as he was preparing to 
depart for the Iſle of Madeira, where he expected to re- 
cover that health, which his inceſſant ſtudies for the ' 250m hs « 

of his country had bereft him of. Inſtead of purſuing - 
thoſe pleaſures in the folly of which perſons of his years 
and of his rank make themſelves ſo conſpicuous, he turned 
his mind to the acquirement of knowledge; exerted his 
abilities, and ſpent his fortune in the improvement of his 
country, in the eftabliſhment-of manufactories, the encou- 
ragement of induſtry, and the increaſe of commerce. 

With perſon and addreſs the moſt agreeable, he left the 
court and the ball. room, for the company of the philoſopher, 
and the acquirement of icience—from ſcenes of diſſipation 

and extravagance he turned to view the wretched cottage 

and ſtarving peaſantry. It was for the ameliorating their 

- condition—it was for the purpoſe of obtaining thoſe rights 
without which the people muſt continue to be borne down 

by taxes, and to be made the victims of the ambition and. 
avarice of a few, that he ſtept forward at this critical pe- 
riod, and became the object of the calumny and malevo- 
lence of the baſe hirelings of government, while he received 

the more gratefal applauſe of all: good Mn. 

1 5 5 „ better 


1 


batter to delay appointing any until a proper - 
mode of e them was 1 upon. | 


Rieu 1 5 | 
That all Committees which may Gu hereafter 
appointed ſhall fit in the forenoon, and the Con- 


vention in the evening. 1 


WEDNESDAY. 


Jackſon of PENNY-CUICK in the Chair. 


Wm Daer read the Report of the Committee 
a appointed to draw up a Plan for the internal 
police of the Convention. 

The Convention then proceeded to the dic. 
cuſſion of the clauſe of the report, which pro- 
poſed to form the members into a number of 
ſmall ſections or diviſions, 

Lord Daer read it a ſecond time, nad made 
obſervatio s explanatory of the plan. He ſaid, 
that in conſidering a method by which the 
Convention ſhould conduct their proceedings, 
the Committee had not been guided by the 
narrow principal of forming a plan, ſuited ſolely 
to the preſent mecting; they had endeavoured 
to preſent not what might be pro; er for. this 
Convention only, but for others which might 
hz mae reſpectable in number, and of greater 
iN portance to the country. His Lordſhip ob- 
ſer ved that this method of dividing the Con- 
5 vention into ſections of a few members each, 
| W would 


E 
would be found of the greateſt utility. It was 
very properly reſolved, that no queſtion ſhould 
be determined on the ſame day it was propoſed. 
This was an excellent rule; but it would. not 
ſufficienty guard againſt the evil it was intend- 
ed to prevent. People were frequently as 
much taken by ſurpriſe on the ſecond day as 
on the firit; but by debating in the ſections 
every queſtion before it came to be diſcuſſed in 
the Convention, the members would underſtand 
the ſubject clearly, would form their opinions 
in their different ſect ions, and come to the Con- 
vention in the evening determined how they 
were to vote. Thus a great deal of uſeleſs diſ- 
cuſſion would be prevented, and the proceed. 
ings of the Convention conducted with greater 
regularity, by having every queſtion previouſly 
debated. 0 „ 1 55 
His Lordſhip obſerved that this meaſute 
would likewiſe be a great advantage in bringing 
forward individual ability, In certain (claſſes 
of mankind, which had of late, by ſome per- 
ſons been very much deſpiſed and abuſed, great 
abilities were frequently to be found. Many 
would deliver their ſentiments freely in ſmall 
companies, who cannot in a public company. 
Thus the practice of public ſpeaking would be 
promoted, different members would acquire a 
proper degree of aſſurance, and be able to de- 
liver their ſentiments with eaſe in the Conven- 
tion. He concluded with ſaying, that it might, 
perhaps have, a good effect in another view; 
thoſe who were exceedingly fond of n 
R would 


3-28 1 
would have an opportunity of ſatisfying them- 
ſelves beſore they came here, and give leſs 
interruption to the buſineſs. | - 

If any long intereſting debate take place, op- 
on this queſtion, 
It was obſerved by M. C. Browne of Shef- 
field, and afterwards repeated by Lord Daer, 
that the diviſions would be of great uſe in chuſ- 
ing Committees. In large aſſemblies whenever 
a perſon was propoſed for a Committee-man, 
he was, however unfit for the office, moſt com- 
monly elected, becauſe it would be conſidered 
as invidious in any. one to riſe and make ob- 
jections, eſpecially before the perſon's face. 
In the diviſions, the difficulty would be done 
away. There the merits of every perſon pro- 
poſed would be ſcrutinized with freedom, and 
their character and abilities enquired into. It 
would be found, therefore, that the appointing. 
of proper Committee. men was one of the greateſt 5 
advantages of this meaſure. 
After the PUTS | had been: :; amply; diu 
it was | | 
Rrsouyen,. | | 
I. That the Convention. ſhall be formed into 


e 
II. That each cdion hall cophiſt of fifteen 


9 rb. 7 | 
III. Tha; they ſhall meet every day at eleven 
o'clock A. M. in places appointed by them- | 
ſelves. _ RY 

IV. That they ſhall be choſen.by lot. | 


74 That they ſhall be renewed once à week. 
F The 


[469 
The Convention then proceeded to eſtabliſh 
the mode of chuſing Committees; and after 
a long diſcuſſion, it was determined that they 
ſhould be choſen in the following manner, = 
I. That the number of committee-men ſhall 
be fixed by the Convention. 
II. That each ſection ſhall make out a liſt of 
names equal in number to the Committee pro- 
poſed, and affix to each name the number of | 
voters. 
III. That from theſe liſts the ſeererary of the 
Convention ſhall make out a leet “, conſiſting 
alſo of the ſame number as the intended Com- 
mittee. 
IV. That the priority of the leet ſhall belong 
to thoſe who have the greater number of indi- 
vidual votes. 

V. That the leet ſhall be read by the ſecre- 
tary, aud each name ſuſtained or rejected by 
a vote of the Convention. 

It was next reſolved, that a Committee ſhould 
be appointed for drawing up a plan of union 
between the EnceLisa and SCOTTISH SOCIETIES 
for PARLIAMENTARY REFORM: and it being 
determined that this Committee ſhould conſiſt 
of thirteen perſons, the diviſions were ordered 
to return liſts containing that number of names 
next day. | 


V Veet is a Scottiſh word ſignifying a lit drawn up 
for election. 7 „ 


THURS: 
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THURSDAY. 


„ MAROAROT of Lonpon in the Chair. 


The ſections gave in the liſts of the Committee 


of Union, which was appointed agreeably to 
the regulation eſtabliſned yeſterday. 


When the regulation was concluded the Pre- 
ſident obſerved that this Committee was ap- 
ointed for a moſt important purpoſe, and which 
would produce an event unparalelled in hiſtory 
of mankind, viz. the union of the two coun- 
tries without the interference of government. 
A. Callender of Ebix zun H. As this is a 
buſineſs of ſo momentous a nature, I propoſe 
that the Committee be empowered to requeſt 
the aſſiſtance of every member who can give 
any information which may be uſeful in draw- 
ing up the plan of union. 
. C. Browne, I agree that it is ; very pro- 
r for the Committee to get all the information 
 poſhible from their fellow-citzens, I therefore 
move, that the Convention be formed into a 
General Committee, ſo that the members may 
have an opportunity of delivering their ſenti- 


l ments as often as poſſible on the ſubj ect. 


This motion met with ſome 9 — . 
Jobn Buchanan of EpinBuRGH propoſed that 


* One of thoſe 8 Who were indicted to ſtand 
trial for Sedition in Edinburgh; but who not being anxi - 
ous for a trip to Botany Bay, diſappeared on the day of 
trial, for * he was outlawed, and now reſides in London. 


„ the 


— 


LE 03. 
the Committee ſhould draw up a plan, give it 
into the ſections, and let it come before the 
Convention in the proper form. 

Jeſ. Gerald * of Lox box. If we wiſh to arrive 
at truth, it is neceſſary that we have as much 
information as poſſible, on the ſubject in which 
we are engaged. The converſation of this 
meeting, though deſultory, may afford man 
uſeful. hints to the Committee. Before we 6 
down to write, it is proper that we have pre- 
pared our minds for the ſubje&t. In a buſineſs 
of this nature, he, who has only his pen in his 
hand, will be but of little fervice; and a wile 
man has told us in many counſels there is 
much wiſdom : I. therefore ſecond Citizen a 
Browne's motion. 

The queſtion being put to a vote, was car- 
ried 1 in the affirmative. | 


GEN ERAL COMMITTEE. 


M. Mas GAROT' vecklicd to the LY EC 
| N. C. Browne. I beg leave to obſerve, on 
the behalf of my conſtituants (who though 
ſtated to the Convention at the loweſt calcu- 
lation of 2000 becauſe we would avoid the ap- 
pearance of exaggeration, are, I can aſſure you, 
not much under 50007 that a union with their 


45:7 foloph Gerald, the mes eloquent 3 of che * 
vention a man whoſe virtues, and whoſe talents, would do 
honor to a more grateful country hut let me not attempt 
Aa panegyric upon a man who combined the greateſt 6 26 | 
city with the moſt profound learning Ba 


* ä ne' er ſhall look upon his like again, 
brethren 


N 


brethren in Scotland is the wiſh eels their 
hearts; and as they have delegated me to re- 
preſent them in this Convention they will con- 
ſider themſclves bound by what paſſes here. 

I would ſuggeſt merely as a hint which 
every Citizen here may revolve in his mind, 
to conſider how Conventions may be brought 
to produce the greatelt poſſible advantages to 
the country. 

It may be proper to determine whether the 
next Convention is to be held in England or 
not, I throw out this hint that we may turn 
our minds to that object as ſoon as poſſible; 
but whatever place is determined on, I doubt 
not that it will. be numerouſly attended, and if 
proper time had been given to the Sheffield So- 
ciety, in place of having only one delegate to 
the Convention, 1 am convinced that we would 
have had at leaſt forty. | 
I ha t a doubt, if next Convention mould 
in England, that it would be agreeable 
to our Hrethren in this country. Scottiſh Ci 
tizens may wiſh to meet the friends of freedom 
on Engliſh ground. But whether it be held in 
England or Soc I hope we ſhall always 
meet with hearts united to promote the cauſe 1 in 
which we were engaged. | | 
Archibald Haſtie of PalsLE YT. I have no ob- 

jection to the propoſition of Citizen Browne, that 
the next Convention meet in England, but I ſup- 
poſe the moſt material thing is to claim our 
Rights; the ſpot of ground on which we do 
— is, I * a matter of little moment. 
* 
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- Engliſhmen and Scotchmen have declared for 
| —.— Suffrage and annual Parliaments; for 
to obtain theſe objects they have united; they 
will proceed until they are ſecured, or yield the 


purſuit only with their lives. 
If any other place is to be fixed for the meet- 


ing of the next Convention, I would propoſe 


to 52h it on the borders of England and Scot- 
lan 
1 A. wann is a tranſaction which I 
-think never occurred before, the free and vo- 
luntary union of the people of two countries to 
recover their common rights—rights of which 
they were deprived at the ſame period: I mean 
at the union of the two crowns. For no ſooner 
had James got himſelf ſeated on both thrones, 
than he began to violate the liberties both of the 
Engliſh and Scotch, and uſed every endeavour 
to — himſelf abſolute. 
We muſt publiſh the plan on which we are 
united to the world; we muſt prove to the people 


that our mectings are for their good, and that 


it will be to their advantage if we obtain the 


objects we have in view. We may then proceed 
boldly in our courſe, and be certain that in the 


end we ſhall be crowned with ſuccels. 


J. Buchanan, — ] propoſe that we ſhall ſtate 


what are our rights, that all the ſocieties ſhall 
enter into a ſolemn engagement neyer to relin- 
quiſn their proceedings until they have obtained 
- thoſe rights, and that no partial reform either in 
Eng land or Scotland ſhall be ſatisfafory. 


EZ Gerald. Whatever Giftereneg of opinion 
| may 


* 


J.... Tv ws | 
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may ariſe within theſe walls, I PRO we have 
all one common object. in view—we all live 


under the ſame form of government—have the 
ſame grievances to complain of, and ſeek the 


ſame redreſs. It was juſtly obſerved by citizen 


Callender, that ſoon after the union of the two 
crowns of England and Scotland the people of 
both countries were deprived of ſome of their 


moſt: valuable privileges. It was from that 
period that the greateſt encroachments began to 


be made on public liberty; but if that union has 
operated to rob us of our rights, let it be the 
object of the preſent one to regain them. If the 
event has exiſted for our ſhame, as it has ex- ; 
iſted for our chaſtiſement, let it alſo exiſt for - 
our inſtruction. a ; 

Some doubts have been introduced pe 
ing our right to Univeral Suffrage. 1 appre- 


hend that we may juſtly clam it as our inheri- 
tance from nature; but we can with confidence, 
becauſe we can with truth, appeal to antiquity 
for our title to this right; and it will be found 


to have been exerciſed by our anceſtors in its 


fulleſt extent. It muſt be confeſſed, however, 
that in the early period of our hiſtory there 
exiſted a body of men called ſlaves. Happily 


this diſtinction does not exiſt in our days, and 
if there are political ſlaves it is time that they 
ſhould exiſt no longer. | 

In eſtabliſhing the right of Univerſal Suf. 


5 frages, the. Convention may, perhaps, give 


offence to the ſatellites of deſpotiim ; but while 


ve can eſtablith our Ir demand on the immutable 


Principe 


— ; 
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principles of juſtice, we may at the ſame time 
prove that it is perfectly agrecable to the pin 
of our conſtitution. ö 
Under the Saxon government, the people met 
frequently in the different diviſions of the coun- 
try, in aſſemblies called Folkmates ; then they 
deliberated ;z then every man had a voice in 
chuſing his repreſentative ; the concurrence of 
the people was neceſſary to the adminiſtration. 
of government, and they obeyed the laws which 
18 had made. The king of England 
uſed to fit in the Folkmates; and I believe it 
would be more to his own advantage if he ſat 
there now. 
In the progreſs of time, however, great de- 
viations have been made from the purity of the 
Conſtitution, and the national repreſentation has 
been ſometimes ſuppoſed to be influenced by - 
motives, not altogether congenital to the hap- 
pineſs of the people. Human nature is ſo con- 
ſtituted that every man is inclined to. purſue. 
his own individual intereſt, in preference to 
that of others. If you appoint a man to act as 
| Your agent, and make his ſituation ſuch that he 
has every temptation to betray you, without, 
incurring the danger of being called to an ac- 
count, the probability is, that he will ſacrifice 
your intereſts to his own. It is therefore, that, 
a free ſuffrage of the people is what every man. 
ought to defire, as that alone can make the in- 
tereſt of the repreſentative and his conſtituent 
the ſame. The great art of government, I ap- 
1 is this, that all thould be governed by 


all ; 


" 


” wi 


fallen. 
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all ; but unhappy is the country where men are 


called upon by every intereſt to act in oppoſition 


to their duty. 


Much of late has been ſaid about meeting of 
MoBs—T apprehend that no meeting of the 
people can be called a mob, if their delibera- 
tions be directed towards the public good; but 


if men meet for an oppoſite purpoſe, for the de- 


ſtruction or miſery of the human race, thougn 
they ſhould fit with crowns on their heads, and 


ſcepters in their hands, they are truely a mob. 


Were all mankind to aſſemble in public 


meeting, one of two things muſt follow, either 


they will behave properly or improperly ; if 
properly, their meeeting will tend to good; if 
improperly it carries its own cure along with it. 
The people will be ſoon brought into a better 


method by a ſenſe of ſelf- preſervation, by which 


they will correct the errors into which they have 

It may occur this the voice of the people will 
be wrong; when their underſtandings are per- 
verted by prieſtcraft, darkened by political ſu- 
perſtition, like the voice once heard in Jeruſa- 


lem of, Crucify bim, crucify bim, when that nefari- 


ous deed was perpetrated, at which the ſun hid 
its head in darkneſs and in blood. But were the 
tyrants of the earth as ſolicitous to enlighten, 
as they are to puniſh their unfortunate ſubjects? 
Were government to inſtruct the poor, inſtead 
of hanging up their bodies upon gibbets, THE 
VOICE-OF THE PEOPLE would then be THE VOICE 
or GOD. - e 

C | By 
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By the Norman conqueſt, or rather robbery, 
thor: that tranſact ion like every other, is to be 
conſidered by its conſequences) the right of 
voting was greatly curtailed ; but ſurely we can, 
with great propriety, meet to petition parlia- 
ment for the right of Univerſal Suffrage; a 
right which is ſo neceſſary to the juſt adminiſ- 
tration of government; for if any man comes 
and tells me that ! muſt pay tax, to which I 
have never conſented, neither by myſelf nor my 
repreſentatives, what am I to think of the lega- 
tity of his claim? Whenever money is taken 
from the people by a military power, or by any 
other authority, not delegated by themſelves, 
call that government what you will, it is a go- 
vernment of force ; it is the ſword which go- 
verns. The right then of Univerſal Suffrage, 
of which we have been ſo unfortunately and 
unjuſtly deprived, I repeat 1s not only a natu- 
ral right, but alſo an inherent principle in the 
conſtitution. In the early periods, every man 
had a vote for his repreſentative. With ſome - 
little variation, the practice continued for ages; 
it underwent conſiderable alterations at the con- 
queſt; a period at which the goodly fabric of 
Anglo-Saxon government was undermined, and 
the ſtructure of tyranny erected in its ſtead. 

It has been obſer ved, that the Revolution of 
1688, did not produce the advantage which 
might have been expected from ſuch an event. 
It is true, that at the Revolution Univerſal 
Suffrage was 'not diſpenſed to the people with 


_ that liberality which! it ought to have been, but 
| ſtill 


„ 
fil the preſent form of government, in my opi- 
nion, no more reſembles the government at the 
Revolution than a dead ann carcaſe does 4 
living body. 

The principal advantage of the Revolution 
was, that it made the chief magiſtrate reſpon- 
ſible for his truſt by eſtabliſhing the right of 
the people to alter the line of ſucceſſion to the 
throne. The Houſe of Hanover, if they are 
wiſe, will not be averſe to Revolution princi- 
ples; for it is in conſequence of theſe prin- 
ciples that the preſent monarch reigns in Bri- 
tain. A worthy member, I believe with the 

beſt of i intentions, called another to order, and 
ſaid he was going too for; no man, I apprehend, 
oes too far, unleſs he goes beyond the rule of 
right —unleſs he violates the truth. If the 
members who compoſe a government, abuſe 
their truſt, may they nor be reſiſted? and if there 
exiſted a right in any preceding generation to 
amend the Conſtitution, can it be faid, that 
right does not equally belong to the preſent. 
Let us then endeavour to inſtruct the people 


in their rights, and to inform them of our views 


and our intentions, they will come and ſign our 
petitions, and we ſhall be enabled to ſend them 
up ſubſcribed by a majority of the people. 

The voice of the people will be heard whenever 
it is ſpoken in the language of truth, and by a 
number ſo reſpectable as to command attention; 
and it will ſoon have that e NONE if we 
have reaſon on our ſide. * 
AS. to the manner in which the union is to be 
c ST Formed | 


* 


„ 
formed, we may find precedents for it in our 
early hiſtory ; but the firſt thing to be done is 
to enlighten the people—endeavour to diffuſe 
the principle on which you act. When you 
have got a ſufficient number in every diſ- 
trict, eſtabliſh a correſpondence among them 
——ſhew them the neceſſity of uniting in the com- 
mon plan of co-operation, Then the people 
_ aſſembled in the different departments of the 
country will reſemble the ancient Folk mates 
and will ſpeak in language too reaſonable to be 
confuted, and too peremptory to be refuſed. 

The manner in which they ſhould organize 
_ themſelves is of very important conſideration 
and they ought to be particularly careful what 
perſons they chuſe for delegates to the next 
Convention—let them be plain men, ſuch as I 
ſce here none who have ever breathed the peſ- 
tilential air of a court, or bowed the knee to 
ariſtocracy let us renounce all attachment to 


parties, and be no more deceived by the pre- 


tended patriotiſm of the great. During the 
American war, reformers and patriots ſprung 
up like muſhrooms, without any diminution of 
public burdens— like muſhrooms they were 
ſhort-lived, for they ſprung from a ſoil of dung 
—a hot-bed of corruption. Pitt has ſucceeded 
to Fox, and Fox to Pitt, without any reform 

being obtained; but let us no longer put 
faith in ſuch men, unleſs they bring forward a 


Reform founded on Annual Parliaments and 


Univerſal Suffrage.—— That is the only kind 
of Reform which will ſatisfy the people, a | 


o \ 


v; 


„„ 
which they will never ceaſe to claim as their 
due. Depend upon it, whenever the leaders of 
parties ſee that the people are determined on 
having their rights, they will not only ſwim 
along the ſtream, but will ſtrive to direct its 
courſe - truſt them not. They did not come 
forward in the hour of public danger, why then 
ſhould they be truſted, when they leck your fa- 
vour only for perſonal convenience? | 
|  Fhecityof York has been propoſed as a pro- 
per and centrical place for the meeting, of the 
next Convention; but I can aſſure you that 
city is the ſeat of a proud ariſtocracy, the ſeat 
of an archbiſhop ; however, 1 will not object 
to going there. As the Saviour of the world was 
often found in the company of ſinners, let us go» 
there for the ſame gracious purpoſe to convert to 
repentance. The borders of this country and 
England was mentioned by another member, 
and I ſhould rather prefer ſome place there; 
for we ſhould have this pleaſing reflection that 
we meet for promoting philanthropy and peace, 
on the ground which has been drenched with 
the blood-of our anceſtors. Let us then, fellow- 
citizens, unite heart and hand to bury- the 
hatcher of national antipathy which the wicked 
policy of the courts once inſtigated us to wield. 
Let us brighten the chain of national friend- 
ſhip. Let there be no other wiſh either among. 
Scotch or Engliſh, than to obtain treedom, and 
no other rivalihip than who ſhall belt deſerve 1 it. 
The Convention reſumed, 
N. Margarot was called again to the chair. 
C2 5 C. Sin. 
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3G: Sinclair read ſome of the articles of the Re- 
port of the Committee of Organization: and 1 a 
was Reſolved, ; 
That the Preceſs ſhall be choſen by the Sec- 
tions. Each Section returning one name 
every day, and the priority to belong to the 
perſon who ſhall have the greateſt number 
pdf votes. 
That there ſhall be three Aſſiſtants, one of 
whom ſhall go out of office every day in ro- 
tation, and be replaced by another perſon, 
who ſhall be elected to the ſame manner as 
the Preſes. | 
That the Preſes' Secretary * Afliſtants aa 
form the Council of the Table. 


FRIDAY. 


ARCHIBALD HasT1E in the Chair. 


C. Sinclair reported the further progreſs of 
the Committee of Regulations, upon which 
the following reſolutions were paſſed, viz. 

That as ſoon as poſſible, after that Committee 
ſhall have completed their report, each Sec- 
tion of the Convention, ſhall be furniſhed 
with a printed copy. 

That the ſtrangers ſhall ſend in their names to 
the Council of the Table, ARIA to ad- 
miſſion, 

That ſtrangers ſhall ſit by themſelves, on ſeats 
appointed for that purpoſe. 

That no ſtranger ſhall, upon any account, . fit 

| among 
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among the Members of the Convention; 


under the pain of excluſion. 
The Committee aſked leave to ſit again— 


Granted. 


It was moved, by Aw Nees, of Edin- 
zung b, that the Convention ſhould a ppoint a 
day of ſolemn faſting, prayer, and humilia- 
tion, to be kept by all the friends of reform in 
Great Britain and Ireland. | 

This motion occaſioned a very warm de- 
bate, which occupied a great part of the time 
of meeting. 

J. Gerald moved the following Amendment, 


which, in a great meaſure, conciliated the dif- 


ferent opinions, and was agreed to. _ > 
That it be recommended to the individual 
Members of this Convention, and to all the 
Friends of Liberty in Great Britain and Ire- 
land, to invoke the aſſiſtance of God Al- 
mighty, the common Father of all, in the 
cauſe in which we are engaged. 
It was next Reſolved, 
That a. Committee: be appointed to enquire 
into the ſtate of the finances. 
That it ' ſhall c of fi ve Members, and 
be e e. 


0 


WILLIAM URQUHART of Epix. in the Chair, 


In conſequence of ſeveral Country Dele- 
gates, having ſignified their intention of going 
to 
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to their reſpective places of abode this even- 


ing, and returning to their duty in the Con- 
vention on Monday; and as the Committee of 
Union, could not poſſibly finiſh their buſineſs 
until the end of next week; the following 


Motion, moved by W. Muir, Junior, and ſe- 


conded by M. Margarot, was ſubmitred to the 


Convention; that ſuch Delegates, as intended 


to return home, might be cnabled' to inform 


their Conſtituents, that the Union of the So- 
cieties of England and Scotland, _— ny 


_— place. 


Movie, That in ord to manifeſt our prin. 


ciples of the great object of Parliament- 
ary Reform, relpecting Univerſal Soffrage 
and Annual Par liaments, are one. We are 
of opinion, that a vote of the Convention 


- - ſhould, without delay, determine the unity 
of the two nations, aſſembled for that great. 


and intereſting. purpoſe, in order to ſatisfy 
our Conſtituents, and to ſhew to the world 
that we are determined to proſecute, by all 
legal and conſtitutional- ſteps, the two im- 
portant objects above-mentioned, until we 
have obtained the end of our aſſociation, 


This motion paſſed unanimouſly, and the 
Secretary propoſed, that the Convention thould: 
give their aſſent to this important motion in a 
more ſolemn manner than their uſual method | 


MPC. of hands. e 


A. Stott; 


11 | 
4. Seott *, of EDinBURGH, propoſed, that the 
Convention ſhould expreſs their approbation of 
this motion by all the members joining hands. 
This being agreed to, all the members roſe 
up and joined hands round the room. 

The Preſident then addreſſed the Conven- 
tion as follows : : 

Pillow Citizens, © 19 -x 

The union which we have now accompliſhed 

will, I hope, form an important epoch in the 
hiſtory of our country, —The event, indeed, is 
unprecedented ; it is the voluntary union of 
the people of two countries, long ſeparated by 
ancient prejudices and unnatural animoſities, 
which have been cheriſhed by ignorance and 
fomented by the intrigues of faction. May 
this. ſolemn union of the people of North and 
South Britain be ever impreſſed on their minds, 
May they conſider themſelves henceforth only 
as N and be ſtimulated to a firm and 
manly adherence in defence of their mutual 
rights. 

M. C. Brotone. Permit me, Sitten Preſi- 
dent to remark, that I hope the diſtinctions of 
North and South Britain will be ſoon forgot- 
ten, and that theſe countries ſhall only be 
known by the common name of Britain. 

GW Sinclair, of London. Citizen Preſident, I 


JT 


A. Scott was Proprietor of the Eprnnuncn GazET- 
TEER, and was indicted to ſtand trial for Sedition, at the 
ſame time with MarxGarRoT, &c. But he took the advice 
of friends, and went to London; from whence he has late- 

ly gone to Nzw-Your. beg 
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beg leave to make a motion, which naturally 
ariſes from that reſolution which has juſt now 
ſo cordially and ſolemnly been paſſed. It is, 
that the Convention thall henceforth be called— 


jos as BRITISH CONVENTION of Dz.z- 
GATES of the PezoPLE, ASSOCIATED tO OBTAIN. 
ANNUAL PARLIAMENTS and UniversaL 

* SOUFFRAGE. rg 
Agreed to unanimou ally. 


C. Sinclair.—1 believe there are none here 
who have not felt the-moſt lively ſenſations of 
joy and affection in partaking of the ſolemn 
tranſaction which has juſt now taken place; 
but let us not forget thoſe who are afflicted in a 
neighbouring country. Let us remember our 
brethren in Ireland. They have a ſnam Par- 
liament, which lords it over them, and they 
cannot have the pleaſure of meeting as we do 
now. I have therefore drawn UP a mation re- 
ſpecting them, which I ſhall now read ro the 
Convention. "OHH, 

The motion was read, and being eonlidered: 
of very great importance, was ordered to lye 
over till to-morrow evening. 
A Committee was appointed to take into 

conſideration, a plan for aſſiſting and ſupport- 
ing 155 r GAZETTEER, b 


MON. 
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MONDAY. 
M.C. Browns in the Chair, 


The firſt motion which came before the Con- 
vention, this evening, was as follows - 
That no motion, having a tendency to excite 
a diſcuſſion on religious ſubjects, ſhall be 
admitted in this Convention. 
It was ſtated, that this motion was brought 
forward in order to prevent a debate of the na- 
ture which took place on Friday laſt, in con- 
ſequence of the motion of Newton from oc- 
curring again. But it being obſerved, that the 
Convention might reje& any motion propoſed; 3 
| they could avoid religious diſcuſſions by throw- | 
p ing out ſuch motions As might have that ten- 
. 
Paſſed to the Erler Fr the day on cb "ht 
ſeveral other motions on religious ſubjects. 
Read again and paſſed, C. Sinclair's Mo- 
tion, reſpecting the United Iriſhmen, viz, . 
The BriTisn ConvenTion of Delegates of 
the People, affociated to obtain Univerſal Suf- 
frage, and Annual Parliaments, taking into 
their conſideration the oppreſſed ſtate of their 
brethren in Ireland, and the unconſtitutional 
act of the laſt Seffion of the Parliament of that 
kingdom, called the Convention Act; and ſee- 
ing, with indignation, that by it, the people of 
Ireland were deprived of thoſe rights, cheaply 
- purchaſed with the blood of our common an- 
ceſtors, 


\/ 
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ceſtors, and which are confirmed and ſecured 
to us, by the Great. Charter of our liberties, 

- RESOLVED, 

That all, or any of the patriotic Members of 
the Society of United fr iſhmen, ſhall be ad- 
mitted to-ſpeak and vote in this Convention. 

Dividing the Convention into new Sections, 
agreeably to the plan adopted on ROOT 
occupied the remainder of this UG 
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Read the report of the Gazetteer Comms. 

The following motion, of A. Callender, came 
under the conſideration. of the Convention. 
| Moveyr, That in caſe the Miniſter, or any 
other Member, bring into the Houſe of 

Commons a motion . a Convention. Bill, 
as paſſed in Ireland, for preventing the peo- 
ple from mecting, according to their juſt 
rights by the Revolution, the ſame motion 
ſhall be noticed to the Delegates of the re- 
ſpective Societies, immediately to meet in 
convention, to aſſert their Rights. 

M. Margarot.— This is an excellent motion, 
and the event which it alludes to ought to be 
the Tocſin for the Friends of liberty to aſſem- 
ble. It ſeems, however, to be imperfect.—lt 
does not mention any place of meeting; neicher 
does it ſpecify the time when the delegates are 
to aſſemble, for the word immediately is indefi- 
nite, and will not convey the ſame meaning to 
perſons reſiding in different parts of the Coun- 

try. 
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try. By thoſe who live near to the place of 
meeting, it will be underſtood that they are to 
repair there next day. by thoſe at a greater 
_ diſtance within a few days; and by thoſe ſtill 
| Farther off, a week after ſuch information is 
received. But the Committee of Regulations 
have. in their Report, an article of the ſame 
purport, which, in my opinion is preferable to 
our friend Callender' s motion; and as this mo- 
tion comes properly under the Chapter of Re- 
gulations I wiſh- that it were referred to that 
Committee; I therefore move That the Re- 
port be read that the Convention, may Judge | 
whether the article I allude to ſufficiently pro- 
vides for the intention of the motion now. a 
fore the Convention. 

(The part of the Report N to by M. 
ji which had not as yet been de- 


cided upon by the —— was read: - 


it propoſed to inſert an intermediate Com- 
. mittee with the power of reaſſembling the 
Convention, on particular occaſions.7 
M. Margarot | believe that the Conven- 


tion, will be convinced, that this clauſe of the 


Report of the Committee of Regulations, com- 
Pre dogs the ſpirit and intention of Citizen Cal- 
ender's, motion and alſo extends farther in as 
much as it provides for a number of caſes e- 
qually dangerous to liberty as a Convention 
bill. It will be found alſo that this buſineſs 

of calling a meeting of the Convention had 
better be entruſted to a full Committee, ap- 

PRInUng for the Pa pe of watching 


N 
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1 
every act which may militate againſt the Rights 
the people: and I maintain that, the proper 
Reps for this motion, to appear is among the 

e of the Convention. 

C. Browne. ] cannot ſit in this aſſem- 
bly. and hear any meaſure propoſed which ap- 
peared to me improper without putting in my 
proteſt againſt it. The motion of Citizen Cal. 
lender is, 1 think, infini ely better than that of 
the Committee. But what does the Report go 
to? That there ſhould be an intermediate Com- 
mittee which on certain emergencies ſhall call 
a Convention : Now what is the conſequence ? 
The Committee can never call the delegates 
together, but by Letters and thoſe letters can 


never be certain of arriving: for our enemies 


are numerous and powerful, and it may be ſup- 
poſed that they would not heſitate on ſuch an 
occaſion, to open all letters at che Poſt office, 
and ſtop: thoſe of the Committee, ſor the pur- 
pole of eine, the meeting of the Conven- 
tion. 

I uagree that the wording of Citizen Callen- 
der's motion is not altogether ſo proper as it 
might have been: it is not ſufficiently explicit, 
and I think it requires ſome amendment in 
that reſpe& : But the great difference berween 
it and the Report of the Committee is this :— 
if a reſolution of the Convention ſtand in the 
form of the motion, nothing can prevent the 
delegates from knowing, when they are to rally; 
on the contrary, if it ſtand in the regulations 
of ho Committee. it never can be made Known to 
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us, but throngh. that medium, and as the letters 
of the Committee muſt. be ſent by poſt, their 
arrival will, in this caſe, be totally uncertain; ” 
With regard to the time, it has been oblates. 
ed, that the word immediately 1s indefinite, 
and it is ſo in a certain degree, but it evidently 
carries this meaning along with it as ſoon af- 
ter as poſſible. It was alſo objected, that there 
is no place of meeting ſtated in the motion, but 
L think. my friend Callender was very right in 
not. mentioning any place, it would have been 
mmi ene in him to dictate to the . r 
tion in a matter of ſuch importance. 
But what I would moſt e 
on the Convention is this, to conſider of the 
method by which we can be beſt brought to- 
gether on ſuch an important occaſion, one of 
the methods Propoſed. appears to me liable to 
miſcarriage and ee the other'1 is fixed 
and certain. 
The greater part of: the members ſpoke in 
this debate, which continued all the evening, 


and the meeting adjourned wihout coming to 
any: Wellen. N 


Sow * 


WEDNESDAY... eving 
6 Meatnaxzn, of bons, in i the Chair 


” — 


The 8 KOT the conſideration 
1 A. Callender's motion. . 43730 
C. Sinclair, —In moving an amendment: to 
Citizen Callender's motion, I muſt confeſs, that 
LI ink it impoſſible to mend its ſpirit; it 
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01 
' breaths the ſpirit of a man anxious for the 
cauſe of freedom. Perhaps the partiality which 
every man has for his own compoſition may 
induce me to conſider the motion, which I am 
now to lay before you in too favourable a point 
of view, but conſidering it preferable to Citi- 


zen Callender's, I feel it my duty to ſubmit it 


to the conſideration of the Convention. 
This amendment of Citizen Sinclair, and ſe- 
veral other amendments of the ſame motion 


propoſed by different members being read, a 


warm debate commenced, which almoſt entirely 
decupied this ſitting. But as it was merely 
the wording and not the propriety of the mo- 
tion, which became the object of diſcufſion, we 
omit any account of the ſpeeches. 
It was at laſt determined that the Prefident 
ſhould take the ſenſe of the houſe upon the fol- 
lowing queſtions, viz. 

1. Does the Convention approve of the ſpirit 
of Citizen Callender's motion? - 


2. Does the Convention approve of the man- 


ner in which it is worded ? 


T he firſt of theſe queſtions was cirried una» 


mouſly in the affirmative. The ſecond was ne- 
gatived by a great majority. 


A Committee was then appointed, conſiſting | 
of the mover, the ſeconder, and all the amenders 


of the motion, who were ordered to prepare ore 
motion in ſuch terms as appeared to them moſt 


proper, and ſubmit it to the conſideration 25 


te Convention next day. 
74 31 "om — reſpecting the Gazetteer, 
finiſhed 


© » 
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Eniſhed: their. report; and the Preſident. de- 1 
ſired all the members of the Convention to re- 
commend it to their conſtituents, to ſupport 
that paper by ſubſcriptions and every other en- 


a ee in their Power. 


THU RSD AY. 
<i 3 * of Evinnuzen, i in the Chair. 


| The Committee of Finance reported progreſs 
and aſked leave to fit again. Granted, 

C. Sinclair. Citizen Preſident, your Com- 
mittee appointed to amend Citizen Callender's 
motion fat this forenoon; and I ſhall now, if 

reeable to the Convention, ſubmit to their 
conſideration the Report of that Committee. 

Fellow-Citizens, you will feel that this report is 
of the laſt importance. It claims our moſt ſe- 
rious attention; and is to be decided upon by 
our united wiſdom, and ſupported N our united 
integrity. 

The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Goat 
Committee to conſider the Report, which un- 
derwent a long diſcuſſion, and received ſeyeral 

amendments ia the Committee; and when the 
Convention was reſumed it paſſed nnanimouſly 
in the form of a Declaration and Reſolutions; 
but being ordered to ſtand the laſt article on che 
rexord of the proceedings of the Convention, 


. * Then fiudent of medicine, at the Univerſity of Epin- | 
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we Cannot inſert it as the manner in which the 


Convention was broke up prevented its being 
re:orded - 


F. Gera d. TT riſe to congratulate the Con: ; 
vention on the adoption of this Reſolution, not 
only on the propriety of the meaſure itſelf, but 


on that unanimity and ſolemnity with which it 


has paſſed, 
I have not been able to procure a copy of the 


f iniquitous act which has excited ſuch abhor- 


rence, but I have here the heads of the bill in the 


in the * ſpeech of Mr. Grattan, the man who, 


while he ſpoke againſt that bill, at the ſame 


time | betrayed the liberties of his country. 
This bill, commonly called the Convention 
bill, which paſſed in the laſt ſeſſion of the par- 
liament of Ireland, and which is the prototype 
of what may be attempted | in Britain, breaths _ 
ſuch a ſpirit of cruelty and oppreſſion, that if 
tyranny weie to be perſonified, it could not 


ſpeak in I-nzuage more inſulting to the feclings 
of mankind. 


By the #r/i-head the delegates of the people 


are nut allowed to meet to petition parliament, 

Surely deſpotiſm could not be more ſtrongly 
_ expreſſed, even in Turkey. There every ba- 
ſhaw liſtens to the petitions of his trembling 

ſlaves, yet that privilcdge is denied to the peo- 
ple of Ircland. But it has been ſaid, to uſe a. 
common expreſſion, this bill was firſt paſſed in 


Ireland, to feel the pulle of the people of Bri- 


tain, that our rulers might know if it beat high 


with * or if the blood ran _— in 
er 


— * 


— 


made to deprive us of our rights; ; and though 
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our veins and we are willing to bow our necks: 
to the yoke, and ſuffer in fear and in ſilence. 
In the ſecond head they are forbidden to meet 
for the purpoſe of aſking the redreſs of griev- 
ances | Good God! What is government in- 
ſtituted for, if it is not for the redreſs” of griev- 


vances. I had thought that in the ioſt de- 


ſpotic government, the people were permitted to 
utter their complaints, and beg to be relieved 


of their ſufferings; but at the cloſe of the 


eighteenth century we find this laſt indulgence 


to ſlaves denied to a part of the Britiſn empire. 


Our government boaſts that it is the beſt in 
the world; but it is not in Ireland that we are to 
look for its excellencies. Whenever a govern- 
ment tells the people that they muſt not petition, 
that government is tyranny, and whatever you 
may be told of its Acts of Parliament in favour 
of liberty, theſe acts of par ĩaments are ſet afidez 
they are mere pieces of parchment, JE an no 
more value. 


The thitd bead makes it a capital net to 


conſider of any public concern. Now to make 
a road of build a bridge, are public concerns; 


and of = hn Fr the people of Ireland cannot meet 

on buſineſs of that nature without making them- 

ſelves liable to the penalty of this lßax. 
Though I could not get a copy of this bill, 


the heads which I have read are ſufficiently ex- 
emplary of its deteſtable principles. And I Hope 
the meaſure which has paſſed this night, will 


convince the miniſter, that we are determined 
to guard againſt every attempt that may be 
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by ſome it may be thought a bold, by ſome a 
daring meaſure, yet it will be found the beſt for 
ſecuring the peace of our country; for if ſuch 

a law were ſuffered to paſs; if men were not 
alias to utter their complaints a number of 
fierce and rancorous paſſions would ariſe, and 
we would ſeek to appeal to that laſt terrible de- 
ciſion, the event of which is uncertain, but 
: which God and nature allows. | 
If the ſervility of the people had been leſs, if 

they had dared to meet and in place of mur- 
muring, to have told their rulers that there was 
danger in ſeeking to deprive them of their liber- 
ties, we would not have had to adopt this re- 
ſolution to night; but when I ſaw the calm 
deliberate countenances of all preſent, and the 
folemn manner in which it was paſſed | was 
convinced that it would not only be a reſolution : 
of words but a rule of action. 

M. C. Broune.— beg leave to make a few 
obſervations on this occaſion in addition to 
thoſe which have fallen from Citizen Gerald. 
That member of the Iriſn houſe of Commons 
who betrayed the Intereſts of his country re- 
ceived from the generoſity of the people of Ire- 
land a handſome fortune, and his conduct may 
teach us what we have to expect from the mem- 
bers of our Parliament. : — 

In a mixed Government, liberty 1s 155 
more in danger than if the people had no Par- 
liament to depend upon, and they may even be 
made flaves under the forms of the Law. The 


| * influence of the Minifter in this OOO 
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by having the diſpoſal of all places civil and 
military, may materially endanger the national 
liberties, although all the forms of the Conſti · 
tution are preſerved. 

In arbitrary Governments the prince is afraid 
to commit any extraordinary act of oppreſſion, 
becauſe in ſuch governments there is no power 
conſtituted for the purpoſe of guarding the in- 
tereſts of the people; he is therefore ſenſible, 
that if he adopts any meaſure which excites 
general diſcontent, the public indignation will 
be turned upon himſelf alone? But in this 
country, and under all mixed governments, if 
the Prince poſſeſs an undue influence, not war- 
ranted by the Conſtitution, he may by means of 
that ſecret influence corrupt a Majority of the 
Repreſentatives of the people render himſelf 
completely abſolute, and procure through the 
medium of a treacherous Paliament, the eſta- 
bliſhment of the moſt obnoxious laws; for he 
knows that the popular fury will ſeldom be dis 
refed againſt himſelf, | 

Hiſtory furniſhes many cxanples illuſtra- 
tive of the obſervations I have mentioned. When 
Auguſtus triumphed over the liberties of Rome, 
and became Emperor he knew it was not his 
intereſt to deſtroy the ſenate, on the contr 
he made it the inſtrument of his power and di- 
rected it at his pleaſure, This it will be found, 
that no deſpotiſm is more certain 1n its opera- 
tion than that which is veiled under the form 
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If Saves IT had tried toeſtabliſh the Catholic 
Religion by means of Parliament, it is moſt 
probable that he would have ſucceeded. If in 
place of ſeeking to reign without a Parliament 
he had like the laſt Henry, underſtood how to 
make it ſubſervient to his will, he might have 
done whatevor he pleaſed and his poſterity 
would ſtill have retained poſſeſſion of the throne 
of Britain. 

Since I have Lond Henry VIII. let me 
ask what did not that monſter do by means of a 
ſervile Parliament? Was it not with the arm 

of Parliament that he brought to the ſcaffold 
the woman whom he chuſed to ſacrifice to his 
luſts? Was it not in the 13th year of that 
Reign that the Parliament declared that the will 
of the King ſhould be law? Did not the crimi- 
Hal laws which he enforced exceed in number 
capric iouſneſs and ſeverity thoſe of Nero, Cali- 
gula, or Domitian. The Hiſtory of this reign 
proves, that Henry exceeded the moſt tyranni- 
cal of his predeceflors, for what they ſcarce 
dared to do, he did boldly and with N under 


ö the ſanction of Parliament. Ty 


A ſecret committee Was appointed to fix a 


gre for the meeting of the Convention under 
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Jour Wixson in che Chajr. "IO 


The Wet important Pollock whith eu 
" bafone the Convention this evening, was a mo- 
tion by A. Wright, for diffuſing political know- 
ledge through the H ighlands of Scotland. 
A. Wright—l have, for a conſiderable time, 
revalved this queſtion in my mind; and thoug 4 | 
I have always had the meaſure propoſed RR 
at heart, I believe I would not have brought it 
forward at this time, had it not heen alſo fug- 
98 by our brethren from the ſouth. | 
I cannot, at preſent, enter into a full enu- 
meration- of all the various ſpecies! of tyranny, 
_ exerciſed over the people of the Highlands. 1 
ſhall only mention a few'of the hardſhips undet 
which they labour; and firſt the law, which 
was ſurely meant to protect the poor as well as 
the rich, is ſtrained to oppreſs the poor High- 
landers. The ſmalleſt trifle is made an object 
of diſpute, by the tackſman or ſuperior, and 
the unfortunate tenants, not being able to ſup- 
port the expence of a law. ſuit, are driven from 
their habitations and families. The next thing 
I ſhall notice, is the pride of theſe petty deſ- 
pots, the highland lairds. One inſtance I ſhall 
ſtate, will, I believe, excite the aſtoniſhment of 
this Convention; 7 a highland gentleman had an 
avenue about a mile long, into which none of 
his renants dared to enter without WM off 


his 


— 
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his bonnet, ard if he had occaſion to go to * 
houſe, though in the midſt of a hurricane, he 
was obliged to walk all the way bareheaded. 

We 10 8 all heard of the drowning of ſheep 
lately by the people, in a certain part of the 
Highlands; but all the circumſtances of that 
uncommon caſe, haye not been made public. 
TI am well informed, however, that it was oc- 
caſioned by the moſt enormous oppreſſion, and 
_ - Inſulting provocation. I have heard, that when 
ſome of theſe poor people went to complain of 
their ſufferings to one of their petty tyrants, he 
replied to them, Is there not water enough, 

o and drown yourſelves.” | - 

The. exciſe laws are an exceſſive burden in 
this part of the country, but nothing like what 
they are in the Highlands. There the people 
do not properly underſtand the law, and the 
exciſemen taking advantage of their ignorance, 
reigns with unbounded authority among them. 

With reſpect to the ſalt duty, it is a matter 
of great importance, and I beg leave to read 
ſome extracts from the Bee *, which will, per- 
haps, elucidate the ſubject, better than any 
thing I can ſay. 

(Here Mr. Wright read ſome . from 
No. 1. and 8, of Vol. VI. of the Bee.) _ - 

Another hardſhip, which thele people are 
doomed to ſuffer, 1s the cruel practice of forc- 
ing them to become ſoldiers. We have often 
heard of the bravery of the Highlanders, and 
their Fourage.. and gallantry has been acknow- 
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ledged and admired, in- every quarter of the. 
js 94 but little do their admirers know that 


theſe men, though prodigal of their blood in 


the day of battle, were not voluntary ſol- 
diers, that they were forcibly embodied and 
torn from the boſom of their families with 
all the cruelty which can diſgrace the Afri- 
can ſlave-trade. I can ſpeak of this practice 
with greater certainty becauſe. I have been 
a ſufferer by it, I was marked out as a 
proper object for the army, and I was fixed 
upon by the laird's fon, who had got a com- 
miſſion for raiſing a certain number of men, 
and who was determined to force me to become 
a volunteer; not having, however, any. incli- 
nation for the ſervice I ſaved myſelf by flight. 
The-horrid meaſures uſed by the monſters who 
recruit in the Highlands, are ſcarce credible; 
they confine men, and ſtarve them until they 
conſent to be ſoldiers ; they purſue them every 
where, hunt them like wild beaſts in the 
hills, cill, by theſe, or ſuch like diabolical 
means, the unfortunate people are forced to 
yield, and are driven like caite to the ſlaughter. 

Some have been ſeized in church on Sunday, 
they had thought that they might at leaſt go 
there in fafety ; but no where can the poor 
Highlander find an aſylum when his laird wants 
volunteers. Such are the practices publicly 
carried on in a part of Great Britain, which, 
we are frequently told, poſſeſſes the beſt of all 
poſſible Conſtitutions, and is the moſt free and. 


happy country in the world, | 
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Let us then endeavour to enlighten our 
. brethren in the Highlands; let us inform them 
of the principles on which we act, and diſſemi- 
nate among them a knowledge of their rights, 
They will bow no longer to the yoke: 
they will ſoon ceaſe to be at the diſpoſal of their 
tyrannical maſters. 

M. C. Browne ſpoke next. In an animated 
ſpeech (which we are ſorrow we cannot inſert). 


he urged the propricty of the Convention, 
agreeing to the motion. 


It was then Reſolved unanimouſly, 

That this Convention ſhall adopt ſome conſti- 
tutional means of diffuling political know- 
ledge in the Highlands of Scotland. 

A Member announced that there was a viſi— 
tor preſent who offered five pounds to begin a 
ſubſcription for carrying the above reſolution 
into cffect. —Honourable mention in the mi- 
nutes. 

A Letter add: eſſed . To the Preſident of the 
Britiſh Convention,” and ſubſcribed © A Friend 
10 Virtue and Reform, and an enemy io Vice and 
Tyranny,” was read. It contained many pa- 
triotic „ * wk and ſtated, that as the au- 
| "thor was Mer miniſterial influence, he could 
not openly join the cauſe of freedom, being 

certain that if he took ſuch a ſtep he would be 

tur ned out of the office which he poſſeſſed, and 
- which was the only means he had of ſubſiſtence. 
That having read the laſt week's proce dings 
of the Convention in the Gazetteer, and ob- 
kiving that the ſtate of their finances 30 
195 S 
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under conſideration, he encloſed two guineas 
as a ſmall mark of his approbation of their 
views. 

Moved, that a letter of thanks to this worthy 

Citizen, for his patriotic donation, be pub- 
liſhed. Agreed to unanimouſly, 
A member gave in a guinea which he had 
received fram a friend, who was obliged” to 
conceal his attachment to the principles of the 
Convention, being in ſimilar circumſtances. 
with the author of the letter which had juſt 
been read,—-He' was ordered to return thanks 
to his friend in the na:ne of the Convention. 


„ i | 
ins SATURDAY. 
W. HAvaow i in the Chair. | 


Reſolved, That a Conlon coniftivg of 
three, be appointed to reviſe the Minutes of 
each ſitting, ſo that they may be ſent to the 

Preſs, and a bulletin of the proceedings of 

the Convention, publiſhed daily. 

Read a letter in anſwer to the unknown citi- 
zen, who ſent the two guineas laſt night, —Ap- 
proved of, and ordered to be PYRO, in the 
Gazetteer. 

No other buſineſs of importance during this 
giting- 
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MONDAY, Dec. 2d. 


— 


I. Crank, of Ebixzunch, in the Chair. 


The following motion, by M. Margarot, 
was diſcuſſed this evening. 

That every Society, ſending Delegates to the 

Convention, be requeſted, by letter from 
the Secretary, immediately after the Seſſion, 
to tranſmit to him a written approbation of 
our proceedings. 

This was objected to by ſome, as being un- 
neceſſary, but ſupported by a far greater num- 
ber, and at laſt paſſed unanimouſly. 

In the courle of the debate, M. Margarot 15 | 
ſerved, this meaſure would prove, that the 
Convention were really delegated by a numer- 
ous body of induſtrious Citizens, and that they 
were not, as had been alledged, 200 individuals 
met without any one knowing whether they had 
conſtituents or not. That the Society in Lon- 
don, which he and his colleague repreſented, 
conliſted of 12000 to 13000. That the Soci- 
eties in Sheffield, and the neighbourhood, 
amounted to about 10,000 perſons. That the 
delegation which he had received from the Nor- 
wich Society, conveyed the acceſſion of at leaſt 

000. men to the ſtrength of the Convention. 
Theſe numbers, joined to the great body in 
Scotland, would ſhew their enemies, that the 


Convention Was 5 NOT to be deſpiſed. 
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In the courſe of this ſitting, ſome pointed 
remarks were made by a member on a con-. 
temptible publication, which appeared in a 


hireling Edinburgh paper, noted for its ſervile 
attachment to the baſe and unconſtitutional 
principles of the preſent Reeveſian ſyſtem, 
The Convention was divided into Sections, 
according to rule, and adjourned till next day. 


TUESDAY, Dec. 3. 


R Wirs0N, of STRATHAVEN, in the Chair. 


a» 


M C. Browne delivered a co miſſion appoint= _ 


ing him the Delegate of a Society for Parlia- 
mentary Reform, in Leeds. | 


Part of the report of the Committee of Re- 


gulations was read. —Ordered to be printed 
and delivered to the Secti ns. ts 
Some retolutions, refpetting the freedom of 


the preſs, propoſe:| by A. Scott, were read and 


- 


ſubmitted to the conſideration of the Conven- 


tion. 


Convention, relative to the freedom of the 
preſs. Imprilonment, and various other pu- 
niſbments, have been inflicted on men, for what 


are called libels; and it has generally been prin- 


ters or publiſhers, and not the authors, who 


have been proſecuted. The only objection 1 


3 have 
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have to the reſolutions of Citizen Scott, are 
their inutility, and the impropriety of this Con- 
1 giving any opinion on the conduct of 
a Jury. 

The Delegates from London might have gone 
further than any thing in theſe ak, for- 
their conſtituents have reſolved, that to publiſh 
political truths can never be criminal; but as 
we do not meet here in a legiſlative capacity, I 
am of opinion, that we cught to confine our- 
telves more to the great object we have in view, 
the redreſs of our grievances by a Reform in 
Parliament, and by no means paſs a reſolution, 
which ſeems to convey a cenſure on the coun- 
try; for though I am far from thinking that 
the twelve men who found Mr. Holt guilty, 
fpake the ſentiments of a majority of their 
countrymen, yet the judgment of a Jury is in 
the eye of law, conſidered as the judgment of 
the evuntry, though it may have been given 
through a corrupt medium. | 

With regard to the Judge, I think we have 
more reaſon to thank than to cenſure him; ſuch 
ſentences help to open the eyes of the people, 
and do more to convince them of the Wee 
of a Farliamentary Retorm, than any thing we 
can ſay to them. Indeed, the conduct of our 
enemies is, in many eaſes, marked with a de- 
gree of inſanity 3 and as Horace lays, 


Quas Deus vult perdere eos dementit. 


Hare a debate took place which continued 
5 the greater part of this ain and an amend- 
| ment, 
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ment, to the following purport was moved by 
M. Margarot. 

That the thanks of this Convention, be. trans- 
mitted to Lord Kenyon for the ſentence 
which he paſſed on Mr. Holt, as all ſuch 
proceedings tend to promote the cauſe of 
FAFLAmencary Reform. 


WEDNESDAY, December 4 
— Cunpin int the Chair 


Mr. Marg arot.— Your Committee of Regula- 
tions hae: not been able co bring forward the 
remainder of their Report 'this evening, they 
have not, however, been. idle, they have been 
employed i in another manner in your ſervice. 

It has been obſerved that we admit ſpies un- 
der the name of ſtrangers. I ſay they are wel- 
come, and if the men, by whom they are em- 
pboyed, were to come here they ſhould be wel- 
come alſo—for we have no ſecret which we 
dare not avow. But the intelligence which I 
have to communicate, will ſhow that thoſe who 
are not friendly to reform, and who have an in- 
tereſt in ſupporting the exiſting abuſes, are uſing 
every endeavour to put a ſtop to our meetings. 
If they abide by law we are ſafe, for they can- 
not deny that we are met for a legil and conſti- 
tutional purpoſe, but as the pep e in power may 
take me ſures againſt us, not warranted by aw | 

we * to be PRIOR: -- N 
| | I have 
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J have in my hand the outlines of a motion, 
which I would wiſh to propoſe in a fuller houſe, 
J ſhall in tie mean time obferve, that I am in- 
formed, there are many men who-are delirous 
of diſperſing us by force, we ought therefore to 
prepare againſt, ſuch diſperſion. We have al- 
ready appointed a fecret Committee for fixing 
a place ot mecting on certain emergencies, and 
we ought to be equally well provided againſt 
the preſent caſe, for if we ſhall happen to be dif- 
perſed to night, how or Where are we to rally 
again.— To do this your Committee ſuggeſts a 
Reſolution to the following effect, but which I 
ſhall leave to be drawn up by the Council of 
the table. 

That the moment of our. illegal diſperſion 
ſhall be conſidered as a ſummons to every dele- 
gate to the place appointed by the ſecret Com- 
mittee, in caſes of emerge cy. 

I hope that what has been already faid will 
' convince the Convention, that your Committee 
of Regulations though they never have been 
able to bring forward their Report, have not 
neglected their duty; and it will convince our 
enemies that we do not altogether neglect them, 
they will ſec that we proceed. with regularity, 
and that we have an cye upon them while they 
have ſpies upon us. I therefore move for leave 
to bring 1a this motion Granted, _ 

A Scott withdrew his | ropuled Keſolations on 
the freedom of the preſs for amendment. The 
motion tor petĩtioning Parliament was now pro- 
: 9 to be taken into conlideration, but it was 


decided 
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decided that it could not be brought in until to 
morrow, that being the day already appointed 
by the Convention. — When the debate on the 
propriety of bringing forward this motion, was 
cloſed, M. Margarot's was again brought in as 
drawn up by the Council of the Table; and 
after a ſhort diſcuſſion, it paſſed unanimouſly i in 
the following terms. 
That the moment of any illegal diſperſion 6 
the preſent Convention, - ſhall be conſidered 
as a ſummons to the delegates to repair to the 
place of meeting, to be appointed for the 
Convention of Emergency. And that the 
\ Secret Committee be directed to proceed 
without delay, to fix the place of N 


17 HURSDAY December 5 
8. ParExSO of Epix BUR Ch i in the Chair. ; 


- The Britiſh Convention aſſembled here this 
evening” conform to the Adjournment of yeſter- 

day, were informed by the Secretary, that he 
had been apprehended this morning by warrant 
of the Sheriff, and that by the ſame warrant all 
his papers had been ſeized, and carried to the 
Sheriff Clerk's Chamber, and there detained; 


that thercfore he could not preſent the Minutes, 


to be read as uſual, in the Convention, having 


reaſon to apprehend, that they muſt have been 


abſtracted ſome 10 in the above-mentioned af - 


fray. The Convention was alſo informed that 
Mau- 
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Mavzics MarcarorTrT, joskyn Ons Ap 
ALEXANDER CALLENDEtR, ALEXANDER SCOTT, 
Witriam Ross, and GeorGe R 88, had alſo 
been apprehended, and were ſtill in confine- 
ment ind likewiſe, that the accuſations againſt 
the whole of theſe Members related to their 
conduct in that Convention, and are ail of a 
general nature; and that, therefore, the ulti - 


mate deſigns of theſe oppreſſions were Nannen | 


againſt the Convention itſelf, 

The Convention then appointed their Trea- 
ſurer to repair immediately along with Meſſrs. 
Paterſon, their Chairman, Campbell, Fortune, 


and others, who voluntarily offered themſelves 


to give bail for ſuch of their ſuffering brechren 
as might be*in nced of the ſame. Theſe gen- 


tlen.en were not retired, when the Provoſt and 


Magiſtrates of the City came in, and demand- 
ed whether the meeting, now aſſembled was 
the Britiſh Convention? They were anſwered 
from the Chair, that it was the Britiſh Con- 


vention of the Delegates, affociated for con- 


ſulting on the conſtitutional means for obtain- 
ing their right to Univerſal Sufferage, and the 
annual election of their Repreſentatives.” 
Upon this anſwer being given by Mr. Pater- 
ſon in the Chair, the Provoſt replied to Mr. 


Paterſon, are you the Preſident of the Bri- 
tiſh Convention ?” And upon his anſwer that 


he was the Preſident for the time, the Provoſt, 
as chief Magiſtrate, ordered him to leave the 


chair and diſſolve the meeting. The Preſident 
replied, I cannot do this without leave of the 


. Con- | 
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Convention, but as 1 had got permiſſion to re- 


tire, juſt before you came in, 1 am willing, for 


my own part, to obey your Lordſhip .. 
Skirving, — Mr. Preſident, you cannot retire 

yet. The Convention reſolved, laſt night, 
that they would not give up their right of aſſem- 
bling, nor be diſmiſſed till conſtrained. The 


Lord Provoſt replied, that this was nothing to 


him. He commanded them, as chief Magiſ- 
trate of the city, to diſmiſs; and if they would 
not, he would force them. The Secretary re- 


plied, that though chief Magiſtrate, he could 


have no authority but 4y lau, and ſuch autho- 


rity could be only exercifed in a legal way, that 


was upon a complaint lodged, and Judicial pro- 
cedure following. 


Lord Pro voſt. M7 inſiſt upon your departing 
hence, you may meet in private houſes, but ſhall 


not meet here. A Member. My Lord, this is 
a private houſe, and the houſe is ours for the 
time. — V. Skirving.—Yes, my Lord, I have 


taken this houſe for a time certain 85 the uſe 


of the Convention; it is a Maſon's Lodge, and 
nothing can be more private than a Maſon's 
Lodge. Lord Provoſt.— I am determined you 

ſhall depart I look upon this to be an illegal and 
unconſtitutional Meeting — M. C. Braune. 
My Lord trovoſt, I de mand your attention. 
Tour Lordſhip ſays, „% We are an illegal and 
uncooſtitutional Mecting, and jt is your duty 

to dif, erſe us.” If, my Lord, we arc an 1lle- 


'gal 560 unconſtitutional Meeting, we were fo ' 
trom the beginning of-our fitting, and it was 


. ir Lordſhip' s duty to 2 us at che firſt; 


we 
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, we have now ſat near three weeks, and till this 
moment, have had no intimation of the kind. 


Four Lordſhip's duty muſt therefore have been 
ſo long aſleep. If our Meeting was illegal, 


we ought to have had the earlieſt notice of its 


being lo, unleſs the laws are made uſe of in the 
words of the Poet, as © ſprings- to catch 
 woodcocks,” to entrap the unwary, and then 

uniſh him for being enſnared. But, my 


Lord, I do beg leave to inſiſt, that our Meet - 


ing is ſtrictly egal and conſtitutional. Since the 
firſt moment of it, we have done nothing but 
what was open to the Public, our doors have 


been always acceſſible to every one, as far as 


the room would permit. We have all along 
admitted perſons who were known to be ſent as 
Spies upon our proceedings, Had we met to 


hatch Sedition, or to promote any thing un- 


lawful, we would avoided this conduct, and 
acted ſecretly. Lord Proveſt.—lit is not fo 
much your Mecting at firſt that was wrong as 
your Publications; you have publiſhed things 


that ought not to be allowed. — C. Bromme— 


That, my Lord, is another proof of the perfect 


2 


convictions in our minds that what we did was 


legal and conſtitutional. Whoever publiſhed 
the Proceedings, could only do it by means 
of the tree admiſſion given to ſtrangers, or in 


other words, thoſe who were not Members; 
and it is almoſt convincing proof that we are 


neither aſhamed nor afraid of what was done in 
the Convention. — Lord Proveſt, I have no 
„ 5 further 


- 


[ 


ſhould inſiſt on their departing immediately. 
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further time to argue. 1 inſiſt upon. your diſ- 
 perlungs. © SP 
Mr. Paterſon, in the mean time, ſtept out of 


235 the Chair, and M. C. Brown, by the unani- 


meus voice of the Convention, was called to 
ſueeeed him. . 


| M. O. BROWNE. in the Chair. 


Lord Provoſt. I inſiſt upon your immediate 
departufe, otherwiſe I ſhall be under the dis- 
agrecable neceſſity of uſing force. 

M. C. Browne.—1 have been called to 1 5 
polt by the unanimous voice of the Conven- 
tion, and with their conſent, I ſhall ſit here 
until compelled by force. 

Several Members ſupported the Preſident, 
upon which the Lord Provoſt called in the 
Conſtables. 

W. Skirving—I move, * That as the Con- 
vention cannnot break up their Meeting unleſs 
compelled ; and as they are not willing, nor 
prepared, to oppoſe violence; that if the Pro- 
volt offer to put the Preſident from the Chair, 
they ſhall accept of that as a ſufficient token, 
and diſmils accordingly. 

It was then moved, by a Member, that. the 
perſons. compoſing the Convention ſhould 
draw off to one ſide of the houſe, and that the 
Provoſt. ſhould call on the Conſtables, who 


Lord | | 


 * place of meeting 


this. 


— 


( 


Lord Provoſt. —Mr, Brown, do you agree to 


. C. Nenne My Lord Provoſt, I entreat 


you, and alſo the worthy Citizens who accom- 


pany you; (upon hearing the word Citizen 
reiterated by ſome of his Lordſhip's attend- 
ants;) Mr. Brown added, I beg their pardons, 


by whatever other names they chuſe to be cal- 


led, I mean the Gentlemen i in the gold chains, ; 


to take notice, that I never mean to fly in the 


face of the laws. As chief Magiſtrate of this 
city, I will pay you all reſpect; but I will, 
nevertheleſs, be bold enough to declare, that 
I cannot quit the Chair till the Convention de- 
ſires it, unleſs compelled by force. | 
Lord Proveſt—1I will then act as chief conſta- 
ble, and immediately ſtepped up, and pulled 


Mr. Browne from the chair. 


When at the bottom of the ſtep, M. E. 


Browne turned round, and deſired the gentlemen 
in the gold chains, to take notice, that he | 


could not poſſibly wiſh to be attended on ſuch - 


an occaſion, by a more reſpectable chief con- 


ſtable, than the Lord Provoſt of, Edinburgh. 
The cry of violence was then raiſed ; and a 


member got on one of the tables, and moved 


to adjourn to the lodge, at the head of the 
Canongate. 
Tbis was immediately agreed to; and the 


Members of the Convention departed for that 
place, leaving the Lord Provoſt, and his at- 


tendants, in - ag poſſeſſion of their former 


It 


q 
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It is unneceſſary to obſerve, that though the 
Lord Provoſt, in the whole of this affair, acted 
as a magiſtrate determined to do what he thought 
his duty, he never loſt ſight of the behaviour 
and deportment of the * 


| C Lodge, eight Peeck. 
NM. C. BROwNE in che Chair. 


The Comveintig bal met, they proceeded 
to conſider the ſteps proper to be taken, in con- 
ſequence of the outrage committed againſt 
them, and it was then moved, and unanimoully 
reſolved, 

That. the Convention be inſtantly declared 
permanent. 
It was alſo moved, aka Una reſolved, 
to appoint a Committee to report, &c. 

Which being done, | 

The Preſident claimed the attention of the aſ- 
ſemblyz and in a ſpeech of conſiderable 
length, aſſerted and pointed out their rights. 
| He faid © An all graſping and domineering 
ariſtocratic influence, pervades and overſpreads 
the kingdom, and by threats and promiſes, en- 
deavours to terrify or ſeduce the people from 
the aſſertion of their rights, and from exerting 
that native energy, which appertains to them, 
and which, ir once put in motion, by a ſtrict. 


union, and peaceable and conſtitutional peti- 
1 „ 


\ 


. 


tions, muſt overbear every oppoſition. Hence 


the dreadful and iniquitous alarm, which had 
lately been raiſed of plots and conſpiracies, 


which have not, nor ever had, the ſmalleſt ex- 
iſtence, except in the futile and wicked brains 
of thoſe who fabricated theſe barefaced falſe- 
hoods; and afterwards induſtriouſly, by them- 
ſelves or their emiſſaries, ſpread it abroad. 


Hence the fool and villainous calumnies which 


are continually thrown out againſt the friends to 


reform and Conſtitutional Societies; as in theſe 


they ſe, with terrified aſpect, the future ſa- 
viours of the deareſt rights of the people. 


„% The proceedings of this night, fellow Ciri⸗ » 


zens, ought to convince you, that it particu- 


— & 


- larly behoves us, not to fleep upon our poſts. 


The rights of Britons, the franchiſes and privi- 


ledge of freemen, are in danger of being anni- 
hilated and deſtroyed, by a torrent of influ- 
ence, unexampled in the annals of the world. 


do not wiſh you to rely on my authority for 
this; I will give you that of Lord Chatham, 
the father of the preſent Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer; who, in a ſpeech in the Houle of 


Lords, on the 2d of February 1770, on the 


— 


queſt on of the Middleſex Election, in which 


the Houſe of Commons had declared a part to 


be greater than the whole, delivered bimnſelf ! in 
the following words: 


He had not treſpaſſed on 8 Jordſhi ps 


*< patience at that late hour of night, when = 
1 length of the debate muſt have fatigued their 
lord- 
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lordſhips conſiderably; but he could not ap- 

logiſe to a caſe, fo deeply intereſting to the na») 

tion, no time can be too long; no time can be 


loſt; no hardſhips can be complained of. 
He condemned the conduct of the Houſe 


cc 


of Commons, in terms of aſperity. He de- 
nominated the vote of that houſe, which had 

made colonel Lutterel repreſentative for Mid- 

dleſex, a groſs. invalion of the rights of 
election a dangerous violation of the Eng- 
liſh conſtitution—a treacherous ſurrender of 
the invaluable- priviledge of a freehold, and: 
a corrupt ſacrifice of their own honour.: 
Theſe meaſures, he ſaid, made a part of 
that unhappy ſyſtem, which had been formed 
in the preſent reign, with a view to new mo- 
del the conſtitution, as well as the govern»: 


ment. Theſe meaſures originated, he would: 
not ſay with his majeſty's knowledge, but ian 
his majeſty's councils. The Commons had 
laviſhly obeyed the commands of his majeſ- 


ty's ſervants, and had thereby exhibited and 
proved, what might have been only matter 


of ſuſpicion before — that miniſters held a cor. 


rupt influence in parltament—it was demonſtra- 
ble-—it was indiſputable,” 95 N 
A Committee to report, with all convenient 


ſpeed, on the means to be adopted for making 
a ſpirited reſentment of the illegal proceedings 
of this day, againſt tht ir honeſt and conſtitu- 
ogether with a ſolemn ap- 


tional proceedings, t 
peal to the public. 


Xs 584 7 
- The meeting was then adjourned to five 
o'clock: on Friday evening, at the ſame place. 


* 


DECEMBER 6. 


CAMPBELL in the Chair, 


Several Wees were received from differ- 
ent parts of the country. 

The Members of the Convention: who had 
been carried before the Sheriff yeſterday, were 
requeſted to oy an account of their examina- 
tion. 

M. Margarot Jeteriedd th manner in which 
he and his colleague were arreſted by the ſne- 
riff's officer, who refuſed to ſhew his warrant 
for apprehending them: he informed the Con- 
vention that after having been detained in cuſto- 
dy from ſeven A.M. till nearly the ſame hour i in 
the evening; he was conducted into the ſheriff's 
chamber for examination ; that the queſtions 
put to him were, Are you a member of 
the Britiſh Convention? Did you make or 
ſecond any motions there, &c. ?* To which he 
gave one. uniform anſwer, 1 do not acknow- 
ledge the legality of a private interrogatory.”. 
He was frequently requeſted to open a ſmall 
trunk, into which he had put his papers ; but 

after having refuſed to open or to deliver the 
key that it might be opened in his preſence, he 
was at laſt diſmiſſed, upon finding bail to the 
amount of 2000 marks. 125 

| 7 Gerald 
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J. Gerald informed the Convention, that be- 
ing ſomewhat indiſpoſed, nothing but a fenſe of 
duty would have brought him out this night. 
He obſerved that proceedings nearly ſimilar to 
thoſe related by Margarot had taken place at 


his examination. That, upon being interro- 


gated by the ſheriff, he informed him that he 
would anſwer no queſtions, if they were de- 


manded as a matter of right; but if aſked out 
of curioſity, he had no objection to anſwer the 


preſent queſtion. To one queſtion he replied, 


that. he would not anſwer it unleſs he was put 
to the torture; and at laſt declined giving any 


anſwer whatever. | 


While J. Gerald was giving an account of his 


illegal arreſt, he perceived a Meſſenger enter the 
room; he however went on, If government 
ſend ſpies among us, they are acting ſuperflu- 


ouſly, for we ſay nothing of which we have 


reaſon to be either afraid or aſhamed. At all 


events ſpies will now become as uſeleſs as they 


ing when the enemies of Freedom will be able 
to ſee with their own eyes, Let not, however, 
the officers of government-be objects of your 


are contemptible; for the time is faſt i be al 


indignation. If they really knew how they were 
degraded as moral beings, by the ſervice on 


which they are frequently ſent, they would not 
feel much reſpect for thoſe who employ them. 
Let theſe men, then, be the objects of our pity 
and inſtruction. Though they are ſent to dil- 
turb us, not one of them, I will affirm, has ever 


been informed of the ſuppoſed offence which we 


are 


———ů—ů—5—ð # 
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are now committing. Forgive them e re, for 
they know not what they do. 

Citizen Gerald was now interrupted by the 

entrance of the ſheriff ſubſtitute for the county, 

attended by the magiſtrates of Edinburgh, con- 

ſtables, &c. upon which he exclaimed, es the 

rights of Britons are violated by this illegal in- 

terruption of our peaceful meeting. It 1s force, 

not reaſon with which our enemies affail us. 1 

| defy them to aſſign one reaſon againſt the law. 

fulneſs of our meeting. But if they thirſt after 

;  ©ur blood, they may now gratify themſelves; 

KF mine I ſhall now ſee flow with pleaſure, if with 
| it flows the freedom of the country.” 

| M. Margarot having been called to the air, 

q | he told the ſheriff, that the Bruſh Convention 
Wuoaas a legal and conſtitutional meeting, that it 
| 
| 


was compoſed of delegates of the people aſſo- 
| ciated to obtain Univerlal Suffrage and an an- 
nual election of their repreſentatives, That the 
queſtion in the order of the day, to the diſcuſſi- 
on of which the Convention were immediately 
E-. to proceed, was relative to the petitioning par- 
liament; he therefore obſerved that the ſheriff, 
by diſperſing this peaceable and orderly meet- 
ing, violated the conſtitutional rights of the 


Fe he meriff add, be bad orden to diſper E 
If them oy force and inſiſted that the meeting 
E ſhould be immediately diſſolved. The preſi- 
dent replied that ſome mark of force ſhould be 
ſhewn before he left the chair, and upon the 
ſheriff taking him by the nn he came out of 
his ſeat. " Gerald 


„ 


Fo Gerald was called to the chair by. the una- 


nimous voice of the Convention, and it being 


obſerved that the ſittings of the Convention 
always begun and concluded with prayer, and 
that they ought not to depart from their uſual 
practice on this occaſion, the preſident was de- 
fired to adjourn the meeting in the common 
form. Citizen Gerald then delivered the follow- 
ing prayer. 
O Thou Governor of the Udiverſe| ve re- 
joice that at all times, and in all circumſtances, 
we have liberty to approach thy throne, and 
that we are aſſured that no ſacrifice is more ac- 
ceptible to Thee than that which is made for 
the relief of the oppreſſed. In this moment of 
trial and perſecution, we pray that Thou 
wouldeſt be our Defender, our Counſellor, and 


5 our Guide. O be thou a pillar of fire to us, as 
thou waſt to our fathers of old, to enlighten and 


to direct us; and to our enemies a pillar of 
cloud, of darkneſs, and confuſion. 
8 Thou art thyſelf the great patron of Li- 


berty. Thy ſervice is perfect freedom. Proſ- 


per, we beſeech thee, every endeavour which we 

make to promote thy cauſe; for we conſider the 
cauſe of truth, or every cauſe which tends to . 
promote the happineſs of thy creatures, as thy 
cauſe. 

« O thou merciful Father of mankind; enable 
us for thy name's ſake to endure perſecution 


with fortitude : and may we believe that all 
trials and cribulations of life which we endure 


ſhall work together ſor good to them that love 
3 


— 


— 


(a) 


thee; and grant that the greater the evil, and the \- 
it may be continued, the greater good i in 

— holy and adorable providence may 25 pro- 

duced therefrom. And this we beg, not for. 


our own merits, but through the merits of him 
who is hereafter to Judge | the world in righte- 


ouſnefs and in mercy .* 
After which the ſame wall 'of force vas 1 


thewn, and the meeting adjourned. 


25 


ah member f the G d dt r ins 


| berge attempts at another meeting, but the high hand 


of illegal authority ſo harraſſed them, that they were oblig- 


| to give up the conteſt. 


- Befides thoſe Citizens mentioned in the proceedings of the | 
Convention, as having been dragged out of their beds and 
carried before the Sheriff of Edinburgh on the ſame, and 


next day, the following Citizens were added to the num- | 


ber, viz. M. C. Browne, and William Monti. 


Meſl. Stirving, Margarott and Gerald, after the moſt bold | 


and animated defence, were by Faries, the legal nomination 
of whom they conteſted, found guilty of the crimes, previou/ly 


= oanmitied by the Duke of Richmond and William Pitt, and - | 
tte bamane Court of Fuſticiary of Scotland ſentenced to be 
3 Tap rted for ſourteen years to Botany Bay : Citizen Scott 


allender, did not appear upon trial, and were outlawed: 
Sen M. C. Browne, continued in Scotland until the 


date of his ſurety elapſed and was not brought to trial. 


Charles Sinclair was brought forward to trial, but the diet 


was deſerted againſt him, and he was ſet at liberty. Wil- 
_ ham Moffatt, William and George Roſs, were qr vue 


to trial. I; 
All the above Wen zen, except thoſe ſent to Bo- | 


4 ber, Bay, have left the deſpotic * of ee 


* pea in FR „„ 
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